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Written by: Shloimy Zelcer Vol. 5

Welcome everyone to our fifth installment of Nach Nuggets. This week we covered Sefer
Yehoshua Perek 6 starting from pasuk 15 and going up to and including Perek 7 Pasuk 15.

The Gemarah in Moed Katan daf 17a discusses the concept of “cherem” or excommunication.
The severity of the punishment of excommunication is debated. Whereas Shmuel maintained
that once one is excommunicated, he can never really get rid of that punishment, as it sticks to
him as “fat smeared on an oven”. Reish Lakish disagreed. As the Gemarah says:

NRXIT NRXI' X'NYD 10 0NMA'R NMINYI D'YIANRIE D'NXN] NO1D1IY DWO VJ'|7'7 Y MNKXT U'|7'7 wUNT XA'79I
02X NNYI D'VIANRI D'NNRNN

And this opinion disagrees with the opinion of Reish Lakish, for Reish Lakish said: Just as
ostracism enters the two hundred and forty-eight organs of one’s body when it is first
pronounced, so too when it leaves, it leaves from his two hundred and forty-eight organs.

Reish Lakish is saying that once he is done with “cherem”, the punishment is over. The
Gemarah elaborates:

NKRXI' XMW 1IN NINYI O'WAIKRIE D'NRN X0N'aa 0DON DN 'YA ANl (T' | .UWIﬂ') A'NOT NO1J] X'NWD
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When it enters, it enters all the organs, as it is written: “And the city shall be a curse [herem]”
(Joshua 6:17), and the numerical value [gimatriyya] of the word herem, a concept similar to
ostracism, is two hundred and forty-eight. Therefore, the verse alludes to the fact that a decree
of ostracism penetrates one’s two hundred and forty-eight organs. When it leaves, it leaves all
the organs, as it is written: “In wrath remember mercy [rahem]’(Habakkuk 3:2), and the
numerical value of the word rahem is also two hundred and forty-eight, thereby teaching that
when the decree of ostracism is revoked, it disappears entirely.

Part of the proof is our pasuk from this week’s learning that discusses the “cherem” of the city of
Jericho. Yehoshua commands all the people that the city of Jericho is off limits. Remember,
Yehoshua did this on his own - Hashem did not tell him to do this. The concept of
excommunication normally applies to a person - not a city. With this in mind the Maharsha
wonders why the Gemarah chose this specific pasuk to learn out a law of excommunication.
After all, there are many times that the word “cherem” is written in the Torah! The Maharsha
explains that the reason this specific pasuk was used, is because there’s a parallel that exists



between a person and a city. The Maharsha brings a pasuk from Koheles that says navp 'y
oyn M2 0'YiNI - “A little city with few men in it”. The city refers to the body of the person and the
people of the city refer to the limbs of the person. It is specifically this lesson that we are trying
to learn in this Gemarah. The Ein Yaakov wonders the same thing, and also brings this
Maharsha, but then says that the simple explanation of the Gemarah using this specific pasuk,
is that this was the first “cherem” that was ever enforced by a human being. Furthermore, when
the “cherem” was violated the pasuk says (Perek 7:1) 7xaw' naa nin' qx—n' - Hashem was
incensed with the Israelites. This is in contrast with the pasuk brought by the Gemarah nnn 1ana
D™ - “In wrath remember mercy.”

The “cherem” of Jericho is ultimately violated by Achan. The Gemarah in Sanhedrin daf 44a
says, that when Hashem explained to Yehoshua the reason for the Jewish people’s defeat at
the city of Ai, He said (Yehoshua 7:11) “sxqw' xun” “Israel has sinned” From this we learn the
famous lesson as brought in that Gemarah “xin "' xonw 9"wx” - Even when the Jewish
people have sinned, they are still called “Israel”. Though Hashem may “get angry” at us, and
though we may continue to sin against Him and His Holy Torah, he never abandons us.

The very next words of the Gemarah also explain why the word “gam” is mentioned five times in
this pasuk. (Dn'722 MW DA IWN) DA 1222 DA DINN A NP7 DA DNIX Y YWX 'MN2 DX Ny nal) The
Gemarah explains the reason as follows :nin 'wnin nwnn 7y [y N"ayw ' - It is to teach us
that Achan transgressed all five books of the Torah.

A pasuk from this weeks learning is also brought in Bereishis Rabbah 39:11. The Midrash
discuss four times that coins were circulated throughout the world.

1. 1) Avrohom: as it says: 7iTa 'ia7 Jwywri ‘And | will make you a great nation,’ [a verse which
indicates] that his coins were circulated. And what were his coins? An old man and an
old woman on one side, and a youth and maiden on the other.

2. 2) “Yehoshua: as it says yyxn 702 ivay 01 ydint nx 'n 'l ‘And Hashem was with
Yehoshua and his fame was in the land [indicating] that his coins went out. What [were
his coins]? An ox on this side and a re’em on the other side, hinted in the verse, iniy 1i>a
17 oY Mt i7 70 ‘The firstborn of his bull is a glory for him and his horns are the
horns of a re’'em.” This pasuk, of course, is from the blessings that Moshe gave to
Shevet Yosef. Yehoshua was from shevet Efraim, who came from Yosef.

3. 3) “Dovid: as it says nixaxn 722 117 ¥ x¥'1 ‘And the fame of Dovid went out in all the
lands’ [indicates] that his coins went out in the world. And what were his coins? A
[shepherd’s] staff and bag on one side, and a tower on the other, alluded to in the verse,
‘Your neck is like the tower of Dovid.’

4. 4) “Mordechai: as it says nixTan 722 17in ivnyl 1790 n1aa T 7ima 2 ‘For Mordechai
was great in the house of the king and his fame went out in all the countries’ [implying]
that his coins went out in the world. And what were his coins? Sackcloth and ashes on
one side, and a golden crown on the other.”



In all these cases the coins were used throughout the entire world, and as a result, many people
- even non - Jews began to be interested in serving Hashem.

Lastly, in the very first pasuk of this week’s learning it says: "nwin ni7y> o' 'vawn oI Y
VNN 120 - On the seventh day, they rose at daybreak and marched around the city ..

On the seventh day, Bnei Yisroel walked around Jericho seven times. They blew the shofros,
the walls miraculously fell, and they were able to take the city. Rashi points out, that the seventh
day was actually the seventh day of the week, Shabbos. Perhaps this is teaching us that war on
behalf of defending the people and Land of Israel is permitted and required even on Shabbos -
the most peaceful and holy day of the week. Even today, though Shabbos is honored and kept
holy, the State of Israel is required to protect itself seven days a week. Thus, in the Israeli army,
essential tasks to protect the nation must and do continue, even on Shabbos.

Let us always remember that “xin 78w xonw 9"vX” - Though we may sin we are still Hashem’s
nation. Even when Hashem’s wrath is raised, He still considers us His children and His nation.
May the day soon come when His greatness is once again spread throughout the world and we
merit the coming of Mashiach.

Haftoros mentioned in this week’s learning:
This week’s learning is not mentioned in any haftoros




