NACH NUGGETS

Sefer Yehoshua Perek 3:14 through Perek 5:3
Written by: Shloimy Zelcer Vol. 3

Welcome everyone to our third installment of Nach Nuggets. This week we covered Sefer
Yehoshua Perek 3 starting from pasuk 14 and going up to and including Perek 5 Pasuk 3.

A major focus of this week’s learning was Yehoshua leading Bnei Yisroel through the Jordan
River as the first step of entering Eretz Yisroel. As we saw, the crossing of the Jordan River was
miraculous as the waters parted for Bnei Yisroel enabling them to pass through on dry land.
The pesukim in this week’s learning, are brought down quite a few times throughout Talmud
Bavli, most prominently in Maseches Sotah. The Gemarah in Maseches Sotah beginning on daf
33b elaborates and fills in some blanks regarding the episode of the crossing of the river.
The Gemarah begins by pointing out a few differences between the practices of that particular
day and every other days practices. (NOTE: this part of the Gemarah actually goes back to the
tail end of last weeks learning)
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The Sages taught (Tosefta 8:1): How did the Jewish people cross the Jordan? Every day the
Ark would travel behind the two flags of Judah and Reuben, but on that day the Ark traveled in
front, as it is stated: “Behold, the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord of all the earth is passing
before you’(Joshua 3:11). On every other day, the Levites would carry the Ark, but on this day
the priests carried it, as is stated: “And when the soles of the feet of the priests that bear the
Ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest’(Joshua 3:13).
The Maharsha explains the significance of these differences as follows: When the Jews were in
the impure lands outside of Eretz Yisroel, the Shechinah dwelt only in their midst. But when they
entered Eretz Yisroel, the Shechinah (which rested on the the Aron Kodesh) preceded them.
Additionally, the Maharsha points out that on this sacred occasion of entering Eretz Yisroel, it
was only fitting that the Aron be carried by the Kohanim, who are more sacred than the Leviim.
The Gemarah further discusses just how high the water actually rose.
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What was the height of the water? Twelve mil by twelve mil, parallel to the size of the camp of
the Jewish people who were passing through the Jordan. This is the statement of Rabbi
Yehuda.
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Rabbi Elazar, son of Rabbi Shimon, said to him: ....... the water gathered and rose in heaps upon
heaps to a height of more than three hundred mil, until all the kings of the East and West saw it,
as it is stated: “And it came to pass, when all the kings of the Amorites, that were beyond
the Jordan westward, and all the kings of the Canaanites, that were by the sea, heard that
the Lord had dried up the waters of the Jordan from before the children of Israel, until
they were passed over, that their heart melted, neither was there spirit in them anymore,
because of the children of Israel” (Joshua 5:1).

Of course this is not the first time that we see a miracle of waters parting in the Torah. As we
know, a similar (though not exactly the same) miracle occurred earlier when Bnei Yisroel left
Mitzraim. It doesn’t take great imagination to see the similarities between the two “splittings” of
the seas. In fact, upon first learning this portion of Navi | imagine that most of us at least thought
about the “original” splitting of the sea during Yitzias Mitzraim. Although there is not a lot written
about this seemingly obvious parallel we do allude to it every time we say Hallel. In Tehilim
backward. Clearly there is a strong connection between these two monumental events.
However there is one critical difference. At the Red Sea, the people of Israel had their 'backs to
the wall', i.e. they were in imminent danger of an Egyptian attack, with nowhere to turn. To save
them from that predicament, Hashem performed the miracle of splitting the Red Sea. By
contrast, when Bnei Yisrael are encamped in Arvos Moav and prepare to cross the Jordan
River, they are not under attack, nor do they face any imminent danger - they simply need to get
across the river! To do so, they could have used one or more of the existing crossing points (or
they could have built a new one). As anyone who has seen the Jordan River knows, you don't
need a miracle to cross it. Certainly, the two spies who crossed the River didn't need a miracle
to do so. Yet Hashem performed this particular miracle at this particular time for various different
reasons that we already mentioned and learned through this week.

1) As was mentioned earlier in Perek 3:7 Hashem explains to Yehoshua as follows: n i
Y NN AYNTDY MUY AYKD 1D HVT AWK 2K WA 1772 0K AT DIt yyinex -
Hashem said to Joshua, “This day, for the first time, | will exalt you in the sight of all
Israel, so that they shall know that | will be with you as | was with Moses.

2) Only a few pesukim later in Perek 3:10 - 13 when Yehoshua prepares the people to
cross the Jordan River he explains a different reason: 'n 7-p '3 [lyTn NXT2 YYin! Ml
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- By this,” Joshua continued, “you shall know that a living God is among you, and that He
will dispossess for you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites,
Amorites, and Jebusites:

3) Later on we find yet another reason for the miracle. In Perek 4:21-25 Yehoshua explains
to the nation that all people of all generations of all nations will have the need to know
about this miracle. The perek ends off by saying x'n npTn 0 T"NX YIXD '"AY~7 NYT [ynY?
W uh k] n?_'p‘?gg N"NX DNXY! |yn? - So that all the pebples of the earth shall know how
mighty is the hand of Hashem, and you shall fear Hashem your God always.



4) Finally in the first pasuk of Perek 5 we see another reason. To stop a joint attack against
Bnei Yisroel. nx D:n™7y WK Y190 70701 DAL T 1WA AWK RD 27077 yawd il
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x7w'-a - When all the kings of the Amorites on the western side of the Jordan, and all
the kings of the Canaanites near the Sea, heard how Hashem had dried up the waters of
the Jordan for the sake of the Israelites until they crossed over, they lost heart, and no

spirit was left in them because of the Israelites.

Perhaps we can break down these four reasons as follows: There are four different groups that
the Navi is talking to.

1) Yehoshua himself. As we saw earlier Hashem reassured Yehoshua during this trying
time. What better way to reassure Yehoshua that he was a worthy leader than by telling
him that a miracle, similar to the perhaps the greatest miracle ever performed during the
time of Moshe, was going to occur under his watch as well.

2) Bnei Yisroel. Perhaps Bnei Yisroel were worried that they would not succeed in
conquering the Land. After all, they were not able to enter the Land until now. Thus
Yehoshua informs them that this miracle will serve as a proof that Hashem will indeed
assist them.

3) Future generations. The generation that crossed over the Jordan River and entered
Eretz Yisroel would understand the greatness of the event. But future generation may
not. To that end, Hashem performs a miracle and erects monuments of the miracle to
make sure that people for all time will understand.

4) The general reader of the Navi. There was a practical need for this miracle to happen.
To scare off the nations of the world who wanted to stand in their way. By performing this
miracle Hashem fulfilled his promise to Avrohom Aveinu. The reader of the Navi sees
how this promise came full circle.

It's interesting to note that the splitting of the Red Sea during the exodus from Mitzraim was also
not the first instance of waters dividing mentioned in the Torah. Way back in Sefer Bereishis
(Perek 1:7) on the second “day” in the history of the world we find Hashem separating the
waters of the world. y'iz27 7yn 1Ux DA 21 Y1727 NNAN WK DA 12 7724 ViR IR D7) Wl -
Hashem made the exbanse, and separated the water which was below the expanse from the
water which was above the expanse. Continuing on the third the Parsuk says just one pasuk
later: nYa'n NXINI TNX DIPR~7X DAY DDA DM@ 11 D'n7x MK - God said, “Let the water
below the sky be gathered into one area, that the dry land may appear.”

We already discussed the connection between the Bnei Yisroel's two crossings. Perhaps we
can also explain how these crossings are connected to the separation of waters during the
creation of the world. It says in Bereishis Rabbah: o'n oy xin 712 witjzn nann p'xan pnir 21
IV NINNY IXIN7 JAN'X7 00 2w (1D, T NINY) 22T XN XTn ,7Xw' 1197 v171 Xn'w - R' Yochanan
says: Hashem stipulated with the sea that it should split before Israel; thus it is written (Shemos
14:27), "And the sea returned... to its strength (I'eisano)" - to the stipulation (I'tano) that [God]



made with it. A little further on the midrash says wiTjzn 2 p721v 7w Iinn2 nnnn wwvex 21
p'nn 7' Xl Xin N2 - R' Eliezer says, from the beginning of the world's creation, Hashem
decreed and said, 'Let the waters be gathered” (Genesis 1:8). Perhaps Hashem incorporated
this nes - or miracle - of waters being able to seperate, into the creation of this world, thus
making the occurrence of splitting waters more natural - or teva - so that Hashem can allow
future generations to “tap into” this power when it is needed.

The idea that it is preferable for events to occur naturally as opposed to supernaturally is indeed
alluded to in several places. Rav Eliyahu Dessler points out that that nes and teva are both
equally not difficult for Hashem. However teva is more common because it is more beloved. To
support this, we can point to a Gemarah in Shabbos on daf 53b
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N'wUX12 "T0 17 NNYIY AT DTX YA - There was an incident where one man’s wife died, and she
left him a son to nurse, and he did not have money to pay the wages of a wet-nurse. And a
miracle was performed on his behalf, and he developed breasts like the two breasts of a
woman, and he nursed his son. Rav Yosef said: Come and see how great this person is that a
miracle of that magnitude was performed on his behalf. Abaye said to him: On the contrary, how
dishonorable is this person that the order of creation was altered on his behalf. A miracle
was indeed performed on his behalf; however, it was performed in a demeaning and unpleasant
manner.

Furthermore the Shela’h cites a Gemarah in Maseshes Yoma 57a that discusses the Kohen
sprinkling blood in the direction of the Paroches, not necessarily on the Paroches. However, R’
Elazar testified that he saw the Paroches in Rome and that it had blood stains on it. The Shelah
says that the blood which seeped out of the Paroches when Titus stabbed it (as related on Gittin
56b) could actually have been the accumulated blood of the Yom Kippur sacrifices. The reason
why the Shelah says this, is to point out that even this supernatural event (nes) of blood seeping
out of the Paroches has a source in the natural world (teva). Perhaps we can say something
similar here. Even the supernatural event (nes) of crossing a body of water on dry land has a
source in the natural world (teva).

The crossing of the Jordan River is not the last we will see of waters splitting either. (The idea of
waters splitting is also mentioned in Midrash and in the Gemarah but that is beyond the scope
of this “nugget”. For our purposes we will be dealing only with those times that this phenomenon
is mentioned in Tanach.) In Melachim 2:5 there’s a fascinating and somewhat mysterious story
of Elisha Hanavi and Eliyahu Hanavi. Elisha was a disciple of Eliyahu and in this story he quite
literally takes the mantle form Eliyahu. Twice the navi describes Eliyahu and Elisha as
journeying together: first in their initial meeting, in the fields of Avel Mechola, when Eliyahu
takes Elisha from his father's house and Elisha follows him, to minister to him (Melakhim 1
19:19-21); the second time is in Melachim 2 2:1, in their last encounter, where Elisha
accompanies his master to the place from where he ascends in a storm to the heavens. These



are the only two instances where the text speaks about Eliyahu and Elisha together. In this
encounter the two neviim end up at the Jordan River. (Perhaps we will go more in depth into this
story when we reach there in our journey through Nach) The navi describes the scene at the
Jordan River: n2302 D4 112w NIE N3 XN D'ANTIX N2 n‘un IMYTXNX 1IN NPl -
Thereupon Elijah took his mantle and, rolling it up, he struck the water; it divided to the right and
left, so that the two of them crossed over on dry land. As they were crossing through the river,
Eliyahu suddenly ascends to the heavens via a chariot of fire. Elisha is left alone at the Jordan
River. At that point Elisha wonders if Hashem will be with him as he was with Eliyahu. Pasuk 14
describes Elishas actions in response to Eliyahu acsending to the Heavens and “leaving him
alone™ N1 XINTgX 1017X ',7‘7,\' N NN XY D'ARTNX DY 1'YR 791K ANTIX NYTXNTNX Nl
VY'7X 12y ML MY 1¥NY D' NX - Taking the mantle (I/terally and qu:te possibly figuratively as
well) which had dropped from Elijah, he struck the water and said, “Where is Hashem, the God
of Elijah?” (as if to say: Is He with me as He was with Eliyahu?) As he too struck the water, it
parted to the right and to the left, and Elisha crossed over. The splitting of the water was a
response to Elisha’s question. Just as Bnei Yisroel saw that this miracle can occur for
Yehoshua, and Yehoshua was reassured of his own abilities as leader through this miracle, so
too was Elisha assured of his abilities and Bnei Yisroel was assured as well through the very
same miracle. As we see in the very next pasuk: nin AN MNK TN INTATIUXR DRI IR
yu'or-7y 109X - When the disciples of the prophets at Jericho saw him from a distance, they
exclaimed, “The spirit of Elijah has settled on Elisha!” Once again Hashem used the miracle of
parting waters to assure the disciple - and all of Klall Yisroel - that the disciple was worthy of
“taking the mantle” from his predecessor.

Haftoros mentioned in this week’s learning:
1) The continuation of the haftorah for the first day of Pesach. Perek 5:2 - 6:1




